INFORMED CONSENT

I, (name of research subject) ___________________________________, accept to participate in a University of Ottawa research project entitled “Biochemical Pathway Visualization and Editing”. The student performing the research, Rana Khartabil, will use the results as part of her Computer Science Master’s thesis. The research supervisor is Dr. Timothy C. Lethbridge, of the School of Information Technology and Engineering.

The purpose of the research is to understand users’ preferences with regard to biochemical pathway visualization and editing, as well as to evaluate the usability of software tools for these tasks. Tools to be evaluated include existing tools as well as a tool to be designed by the researcher.

My participation will consist of one or more of the following: 

•
To fill out up to three surveys about biochemical pathway visualization tools, which will take about 30 minutes each. 

•
To attend a brainstorming session that will last up to three hours and that will discuss issues to be considered when designing a biochemical pathway visualization and editing tool.

•
To use a software system for approximately 45 minutes, performing specific tasks with the software. During this time, I will be asked to talk out loud to the best of my ability, describing what I am thinking and doing. At the end of the session I will be asked some questions about by experiences. The session will be videotaped so that the student conducting the research can study what happened in detail. The videotape will only be viewed by the student listed above (and possibly Dr. Lethbridge). The tape will be kept for seven years in a locked filing cabinet and then erased.

The only known risk is that using the software causes me frustration if it proves difficult to use or does not perform as expected. I have been assured by the researchers that every effort will be made to minimize these occurrences by stopping a task if it becomes too difficult. I understand that it is the software and not me that is being evaluated.
I understand that participation is strictly voluntary. I am free to withdraw my participation at any time, before or during any session. I may also decline to perform any task or answer any question. Participation in one activity does not oblige me to participate in others. I may also request that the video camera be turned off at any time. If I am a student, my grades and academic standing will in no way be affected by my participation as a research subject, or my choice not to participate.

I have received assurance from the researchers that everything that happens during the session will remain strictly confidential. Anonymity will be assured because my name will not be recorded anywhere and the tape and the data collected will be kept secure, in a locked cabinet in the supervisor’s office, and erased when no longer required.
Any information requests or complaints about the ethical conduct of the project may be addressed to the Protocol Officer for Ethics in Research, +1 613 562-5387 (email ethics@uottawa.ca).

There are two copies of this consent form, one of which I may keep.

If I have any questions, I may contact the student at +1 613 720-9722 (email rana_khartabil@yahoo.ca) or Dr. Lethbridge at +1 613 562-5800 ext. 6685 (email tcl@site.uottawa.ca).

Research Subject’s signature ____________________________ Date ______________

Researcher signature __________________________     Date _______________ 

I wish to receive a summary of findings of this research when available: Yes ___ No ___

If I wish to receive a summary of findings of this research, then I can be reached at 
 
