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Abstract: 
News stories websites represent an important source of data for building a picture of what is 
going on in the world. Apart from providing the information itself, such websites allow Internet 
users to post their opinions and comments in the form of discussions. 
These discussions bring valuable knowledge in order to understand a person’s position regarding 
certain news. In the first part of the talk, I will briefly present this type of data and explain how 
they represent a challenge. After this introduction, I will discuss the content-oriented model as 
well as the recommended system we have developed for analyzing key messages posted in such 
online discussions. In addition, I will present the approach we have followed for extracting the 
implicit users’ network. To this end, I will focus on a model involving three types of relations, 
two of which are based on the citations. The resulting user network is seen as an implicit social 
network and I will explain how it can be used to extract celebrities. Finally, I will introduce the 
problem of image extraction addressed in a new project, where an image is seen as a 
representation of various entities populating the Internet (e.g., politicians, companies, brands 
etc.). In particular, I will show how this kind of project interrelates traditional text/opinion 
mining with social network analysis. 
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